
How to Study the Bible for Yourself 
Introduction to Inductive Bible Study 

 
I. Communication Process 

a. 45% of the Communication process is listening 
b. 30% is Speaking 
c. 16% is Reading 
d. 9% is Writing 
e. James – “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let everyone be quick to hear, slow 

to speak, and slow to wrath.” 
 

II. Learning Process 
a. Developmental Stage 

i. Born – Couldn’t communicate other than cry 
1. No cognitive understanding 
2. Result was crying 

ii. Began to grow – Brain developed 
1. Began to understand 
2. Communicated in small ways - Smiling & laughing 

iii. Early Verbal 
1. Few words –  
2. Sentences… 
3. Discovered – Ask a question à Learn about the world 

iv. Advanced Verbal 
1. Barrage your parents with every conceivable question. 
2. Knowledge base grew exponentially! 

v. Eventually this phase tapers off over time 
1. Never fully goes away. 

 
b. Inductive Bible Study is that same process… 

i. Process of asking the right questions of the bible, so we can learn about 
the bible, and unlock it’s secrets. 

 
III. Letters & Words 

a. Go to school you learn your ABC’s 
b. Letters are essentially symbols to which we attach meaning. 

i. Chinese Characters – 1 2 3 
c. Separated from their context - Letters hold little cognitive meaning… 

i. Same with musical notes. 
d. Context give it meaning 

i. “A” “Q” “M” “F” – By itself doesn’t mean too much 
ii. But if it is in the context of my daughter’s report card. 

e. But when we arrange letters in meaningful sequences – Word -  They contain 
much more meaning.   



f. Even small words have significant ramifications 
i. What do these words mean? 

1. A – A singular thing 
2. the – Refers to something specific 
3. above – Refers to a position 
4. ball – circular in shape 
5. door – location to that could be entered through. 
6. Red – Color 

ii. Every word – has a packet of information. 
g. When we arrange words into phrases it contains more significance than 

individually, because it begins to paint a picture in our imagination. 
i. Example 

1. A red ball 
2. Above the door 

h. The more words we have, the more potential information.  It goes up 
exponentially. 

 
IV. Reading 

a. Reading in Grade School,  
i. We spent much more time reading words 
ii. Said it out loud, or mouthed the words 

b. Reading in College & Seminary – we were given huge portions to read.   
i. Read it fast 
ii. Read it once 

iii. Read it silently 
iv. Read it abstractly 

c. If you want to study the bible you must reverse these bad habits 
d. Five ways to read the scripture 

i. Read it slowly 
1. Absorb it easier 
2. But there is but little benefit derived from a hasty reading of the 

Scriptures.  One may read the whole Bible through, and yet fail to 
see its beauty or comprehend its deep hidden meaning.  One 
passage studied until its significance is clear to the mind, and its 
relation to the plan of salvation is evident, is of more value than 
the perusal of many chapters with no definite purpose in view and 
positive instruction gained. --  Christian Education pg. 58 

ii. Read it multiple times 
1. Like a movie – Every time you view it, you will notice new details 
2. When you read the bible multiple times you will see new details 

that you haven’t seen before. 
iii. Read it  out loud 

1. Your ears will hear things your eyes can’t see. 
2. Each time you read it, emphasize a different word 



a. Matthew 6:33 
iv. Read it imaginatively 

1. Put yourself in the position of the people 
a. John 4 – Woman at the Well 

i. Jesus’ Point of view 
ii. Woman’s point of view 

iii. Disciple’s point of view 
iv. Someone in the city 

v. Read it in several versions 
1. Read the passage in several versions 

a. Core Four – NKJV, NASB, NRSV, NIV 
 

e. Merely to hear or to read the word is not enough. He who desires to be profited 
by the Scriptures must meditate upon the truth that has been presented to him. 
By earnest attention and prayerful thought he must learn the meaning of the 
words of truth, and drink deep of the spirit of the holy oracles. COL 59.5 
 

V. Analogy  
a. Locked treasure chest 
b. Golden key  
c. Put the key in the lock 

 
 

d. Bible is a locked treasure chest – Answers to your question  
e. Questions are the keys – Unlock the answers 

i. Socrates - “understanding a question is half an answer” 
f. Turn the Key – Summary Statement 

i. If understanding the question is half the answer…. Applying the question 
to the answer is the other half. 

 
VI. Sequence 

a. Break up your passage into chewable bites (1-3 word segments) 
b. Find the appropriate question for that particular bite. 
c. Apply the question to the information bite. 
d. Restate the conclusion in your own words 

i. Warning – Be careful when you restate the passage that you do not insert 
your own ideas. 

1. Prov. 30:6 - Add thou not unto his words, let he reprove thee, and 
thou be found a liar.  

 
VII. Different Question – 5 W’s and 1 H 

a. Who Questions – If you have a name or a pronoun 
i. Who are the people in the text? 
ii. Who is doing the action? 



iii. Instructions 
iv. Example: Acts 9:1,2 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 

slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, And 
desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound 
unto Jerusalem. 

1. Question – Who was breathing out threatening’s and slaughter 
2. Question – Who was he breathing out threats against? 
3. Question – Who did he go to? 
4. Question – Who did he want to give letters? 
5. Question – Who was he looking for?  
6. Question – Who would bring them to Jerusalem? 

 
b. What Question – This is a catch-all type of a question 

i. What is happening? 
ii. What are the main events?  What order? 

iii. What is the main point or idea? 
iv. Examples: Daniel 7:19  

1. Question – What was Daniel wanting to know? 
2. Question – What was different about this forth beast? 
3. Question – What was its teeth made of? 
4. Question – What was its nails made of?   
5. Question – What three actions does this beast do? 
6. Question – What does it devour? 
7. Question – What does it break in pieces? 
8. Question – What does it stamp? 
9. Question – What is residue? 
10. Question – What does he use to stamp? 

 
c. When Question – When a period of time, or an operation sequence is alluded to 

i. When did this story or event take place? 
ii. Matthew 25 – Parable of the Virgins 

1. Question - When did the virgins go to sleep? 
2. Question - When did the cry go out “Behold the bridegroom 

cometh? 
3. Question - When did the foolish virgins discover the lack of oil? 
4. Question - When did the bridegroom come? 
5. Question - When was the door closed? 

iii. Mark 1:35 –  
1. Question - When did Jesus wake up? 

a. Text & Context 
 

d. Where Question – When a location, or preposition is used. 
i. Where is the event taking place? 



ii. Where are the people in the story? 
iii. Where are the people going? 
iv. Example: Malachi 3:10 “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse that 

there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

1. Question – Where does Malachi say to bring the tithes? 
2. Question – Where is the storehouse located? 
3. Question – Where are the windows located? 
4. Question – Where does God send his blessing from? 

 
e. Why Question –Understand a deeper meaning. When questioning a motive, or 

action.  When the key word is used “for” or “because” 
i. Why did certain events occur? 
ii. Why is this included? 

iii. Why is this placed here? 
iv. Why does this follow that? 
v. Why did they say that? 
vi. Example: Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 

it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

1. Why is Paul not ashamed of the gospel of Christ? 
2. Why should we not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ? 

vii. Example: Jeremiah 1:6  “Then said I, Ah, Lord God! Behold I cannot speak: 
for I am a child.  But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou 
shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee 
thou shalt speak.  Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the Lord. 

1. Question – Why did Jeremiah not feel qualified to speak for God? 
2. Question – Why did God say that he was qualified to speak? 
3. Question –Why does God say Jeremiah doesn’t need to be afraid? 

 
f. How – When a process is implied.  When quantity or quality is involved? 

i. Matthew 28:18 – and Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 

1. Question – How much power was given to Jesus after the 
resurrection? 

ii. Revelation 13:16 “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 

1. Question – How many does he cause to receive the mark? 
 

VIII. Inductive Bible Study is similar to God Mining 
a. “There are mines of truth yet to be discovered by the earnest seeker.  Christ 

represented the truth as treasure hid in a field.  It does not lie right upon the 



surface; we must dig for it.  But our success in finding it does not depend so 
much on our intellectual ability as on our humility of heart and the faith which 
will lay hold upon divine aid.” – 5 T 704 
 

b. Psalms 119:162 - I rejoice at Your word as one who finds great treasure. 
 

c. ILLUSTRATION – Gold mining illustration.   
i. Key – Must go through these top two levels (Observation, Interpretation) 

to get to Application. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IX. Three levels of Inductive 

a. Observation – Questions that are based on observable things directly from the 
text. 

i. These are the surface truths.   
ii. These frequently jump out at the reader 

iii. Reading out loud can help you to discover these truths. 
iv. Thus an Observation question is one in which the answer comes directly 

from the text.   
 

b. Interpretation –  
i. Questions that are seeking for deeper understanding 
ii. The truth is not so readily apparent. 

iii. The answers to interpretation questions, don’t come directly from the 
text, but they are logically deduced, or self-evident or come from the 
context. 

iv. Some portions of Scripture are indeed too plain to be misunderstood; but 
there are others whose meaning does not lie on the surface, to be seen 
at a glance.  Scripture must be compared with scripture.  There must be 
careful research and prayerful reflection.  And such study will be richly 
repaid.   As the miner discovers veins of precious metal concealed 

Observation Level 

Interpretation Level 

Application Level 



beneath the surface of the earth, so will he who perseveringly searches 
the word of God as for hid treasure, find truths of the greatest value, 
which are concealed from the view of the careless seeker.  -- Christian 
Education pg 58 

 
c. Application – These questions seek to uncover the transcendent truths and 

lessons that can be applied to today. 
i. Sample Questions 

1. What does this say about my relationship with God? 
2. Is there an example to follow? 
3. How does this impact me 2018? 
4. Is there a sin to confess, or something to shun? 
5. Is there a duty to perform? 
6. Is there a lesson to learn? 
7. Is there a promise to claim? 
8. What does this say about how I should treat others? 
9. How does God want me to live? 
10. How does this example apply to my life? 
11. What changes is God calling me to make 
12. How does following this teaching bring me closer to Jesus? 
13. ASK THESE QUESTIONS PRAYERFULLY!!! 

ii. Share What you Learned 
1. If you want to keep it in your heart you must give it away (i.e. 

share it) 
2. “He who begins with a little knowledge, in a humble way, and tells 

what he knows, while seeking diligently for further knowledge, 
will find the whole heavenly treasure awaiting his demand. The 
more he seeks to impart light, the more light he will receive. The 
more one tries to explain the word of God to others, with a love 
for souls, the plainer it becomes to himself. The more we use our 
knowledge and exercise our powers, the more knowledge and 
power we shall have.” COL 354.1 

 
 

 


