
Bible Study Tools 
Bible Dictionary 

 
I. What is a Bible Dictionary? 

a. A Bible dictionary is a reference work containing encyclopedic entries related to 
the Bible, typically concerning people, places, customs, doctrine and Biblical 
criticism. Bible dictionaries can be scholarly or popular in tone. - Wikipedia 

 
II. Difference between an English Dictionary and Bible Dictionary 

a. English dictionary – sterile word definition. 
b. Bible Dictionary – Mini encyclopedia (or bible commentary) entry. 

 
III. Difference between commentary and a dictionary 

a. Commentary follow a verse by verse exegesis of the text. 
b. Dictionary – Follows a topical approach, and the words are listed in alphabetical 

order. 
 

IV. Why use a bible dictionary? 
a. Helps to unpack details about people, places, or things in the bible that you may 

not understand. 
b. Help to understand the cultural background. 
 

V. Which Bible dictionary? 
a. There are lots of bible dictionaries on the market.  How do you choose a good 

one? 
i. Hard Copy – Hundreds. 

1. Some are cheap ($25) some are expensive.  (Set for $600) 
2. Some are written from a high scriptural point of view.  Some take 

a very liberal point of view. 
3. Some are simple for laymen to understand.  Some are for scholars  
4. Some are B/W.  Some of them have nice glossy maps, pictures, 

diagrams, etc. 
 

ii. Online – Free 
1. www.studylight.org – 27 different bible dictionaries. 
2. www.biblehub.com –  
3. www.biblestudytools.com -  

 
iii. Android Apps – Free 

1.  
 

b. Theology  
i. Some bible dictionaries deal primarily with the facts 
ii. Some bible dictionaries more theological in nature 



1. Have to be very careful with certain topics 
iii. Bible Dictionary – Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary Set. 

 
VI. How do you use a good bible dictionary? 

a. What do you look up 
i. Names 
ii. Places 

iii. Things 
iv. Customs 

 
b. Example – Jeremiah 26:1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of 

Josiah king of Judah came this word from the LORD, saying, 2 Thus saith the 
LORD; Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and speak unto all the cities of 
Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, all the words that I 
command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word: 
 

c. What do you do? 
 

d. Write down the terms. 
 

e. Look up terms 
1. Look up Jehoiakim 
2. Look up Josiah 
3. Look up Court of the Lord’s house 
4. Worship  

 
f. Write down key discoveries.  Don’t forget to write down where you found these 

bits of understanding 
 

 


